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Foreword

Quality care, stimulation and learning are essential to the growth and development of
young children. With increasing number of children attending ECCE centres/Pre-School
Centres (across service providers/ sectors) it calls for ensuring that the provisions of the
ECCE programmes and services whether by Government or private meets the required
standards and measures.

The Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India has brought out the
National ECCE Policy. In a move towards improving the standards of infrastructure and
services, quality of care, stimulation and learning the Ministry has formulated a Quality
Standards Framework for ECCE. The framework identifies the key principles, indicators
and exemplary good practices required for assuring quality in Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE) services.

Pictorial Handbook on Quality in ECCE- elaborates on the concept of quality, as envisaged
inthe Policy. Itillustrates, through pictures, different aspects of quality, provides glimpses
on good practices of different dimensions of quality and attempts to create a common
understanding of quality amongst people at all levels, from national-level functionaries
to Anganwadi Workers/ECCE teachers/caregivers. It is a practitioners’ tool to be used by
ECCE teachers/caregivers at the ECCE centres.

With these objectives, different dimensions of quality, as laid out in the National Quality
Standards for ECCE, have been explained in both English and Hindi. These are depicted
through pictures of good practices in the field and are illustrative than exhaustive.
While some of the aspects mentioned may exist in the ECCE programmes, many of
the statements (and photos) are aspirational. They depict aspects of quality that all
ECCE programmes should aspire for. Achieving quality in any programme is a process
of progressive realization and at no point in time can it be said that quality has been
achieved in its totality. Also, there is no one way of achieving some of the quality aspects.
There is a clear recognition that there can be multiple ways of reaching the same goal,
depending on the local context, but with greater sense of participation and ownership.



It is said that ‘a picture is worth a thousand words’. However, it was quite a challenging
task to select the right kind of pictures for this document. Considering the diversity of our
country in terms of its geographical locations, demography, nature of ECCE programmes
and services, it has not been possible to represent the entire gamut in this handbook.
It is an attempt to represent some acceptable examples of practices that demonstrate
different dimensions of quality.

We hope that Pictorial Handbook on Quality in ECCE would prove useful to ECCE teachers/
caregivers, their supervisors, Program Managers, mentors as well as trainers in bringing
about a high standard of quality in early childhood programme across the country.

I take this opportunity to dedicate this handbook to the cause of holistic child development
and call upon all functionaries to dedicate themselves to the task of attaining excellence
in delivery of services. | hope this handbook would serve a small step in such direction
and would be widely used and disseminated.

I would like to acknowledge UNICEF and the support from NIPCCD, National Core Group
on ECCE and multiple stakeholders in preparation of this Pictorial Handbook on Quality
in ECCE.
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Dr. Shréjeranjan
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Introduction

Research from around the world highlights the importance of early childhood care and
education, and suggests that high-quality early childhood care and education has the highest
long-term returns in terms of improved human development. How well children do in school,
depends on how well they start.

The Twelfth Five Year Plan of the Government of India also places a high priority on
universalizing pre-school education and improving school preparedness— especially for
historically and economically disadvantaged children. Accordingly, the Government of India
has brought out the National Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Policy framework,
comprising of the National ECCE Policy, National Curriculum Framework for ECCE and Quality
Standards for ECCE.

Quality, in general, and particularly in ECCE, needs to be unpacked. While the National ECCE
Policy framework documents are very useful for guidance at the national level, they can be
supplemented by a more concrete description of what quality means for practitioners in the
field of ECCE. Therefore, Ministry of Women and Child Development, in collaboration with
UNICEF, has put together this Pictorial Handbook for Practitioners to describe the different
dimensions of quality in detail. The key features of this publication are:

« Bridges the gap between the thinking at the policy-level and practitioners who require
concrete inputs to implement programmes on the ground.

« Illustrates different aspects of quality, through pictures of real examples from the field.

 Ensures that both English and Hindi-speaking users can utilize the book, in order to reach
common understanding of quality amongst people at all levels, from national-level
functionaries to ECCE teachers/ caregivers.

« Draws upon the research being done in the country on quality elements of ECCE, such as
the ongoing longitudinal study by Centre for Early Childhood Education and Development
(CECED), Ambedkar University and ASER/ Pratham.

The idea behind this document is to widely disseminate it, amongst policy makers, civil society
organisations, pre-school teacher training institutes, teachers as well as parents. This document
can be used to provide training to teachers/ Anganwadi Workers on the quality elements.

While this document is primarily aimed at the ECCE centers, to enable smooth transition to
primary schools, it is important to maintain close linkages between the ECCE center and the
primary school. Evidence demonstrates that lack of school readiness significantly contributes to
the high dropout in the early grades of primary schooling.

This document will serve as a useful tool to help create ECCE centers where teachers and
caregivers are able to deliver quality ECCE and children are able to realize their full potential.

Urmila Sarkar

Chief- Education
UNICEF India

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK FOR PRACTITIONERS 1
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Note from Core Group

The National ECCE Policy is applicable to all children below 6 years of age. It recognizes that
ECCE encompasses the inseparable elements of care, health, nutrition, play and early learning,
within a protective and enabling environment. The purpose of this document is to enable all
stakeholders to operationally understand and interpret the specified quality standards for the
benefit of the ECCE programmes they are associated with.

The process of developing this document began with an initial agreement between MWCD and
UNICEF on the concept of the document, which is to illustrate the different aspects of quality
through pictures of real examples from the field. Accordingly, a core group was constituted
comprising of representatives from MWCD and NIPCCD, Education Specialists from UNICEF, ECE
experts from a University (CECED, Ambedkar University, Delhi) and from an organization working
in the field of ECE (CARE India).

The core group started by deliberating on the overall structure of the document and
formulating the key statements for which it met every few months to finalize these.

The discussion on the overall structure was guided by the consideration that as it is meant
for the frontline users (Anganwadi workers, preschool teachers, supervisors, etc.) it should be
user friendly. It was decided that while the National document adopts a conceptual tone, this
document, should be organized in ways to make it easily understood and usable.

It was thus organized thematically with chapters on ECCE centers, teachers/ caregivers, children
and parents/ community. Each chapter was mapped with the National Quality Standards and a
key provided as an Annexure for reference.

Intensive deliberations and reflections led to the formulation of the key statements for this
document, with each statement written from the perspective of the user, people who run and
manage the center, hence the reference to ‘our ECCE center..” Effort has been made to ensure
that the language is simple and easily understood by personnel at all levels. The technical
phrase (School Readiness) which has been used is explained separately.

The challenge of collecting photographs from the field depicting the Quality statements in
practice was also initiated simultaneously along with translation of the statements in Hindi. It
was ensured that the original meaning of the statements is retained in the translation as closely
as possible.

Overall, it was through a rigorous process of consultations over a year and a half that this
document was finalized. During this time, the concept of the document was also presented at
National Conference on ECCE (‘Early Learning: Status and Way Forward’) in 2013, hosted by CARE
and CECED. Valuable inputs provided by international participants as well as the national and
state level experts in the field have been incorporated.

A range of significant documents, research and field based programmes (such as the Longitudinal
Study on ECE by CECED and ASER/ Pratham, pilots on ECE curriculum, documents developed in
Myanmar and Singapore) were referred to for key insights.

The contents of this document are not meant to be prescriptive. The document seeks to
provide an overall understanding of quality in ECCE, which needs to be further developed
and contextualized at the level of each ECCE center. The idea is to move ahead from just the
minimum norms/ indicators to continuously strive towards higher standards of excellence.

The National ECCE Policy framework is available on the website of Ministry of Women and Child
Development at: http://wcd.nic.in/icds/ecepse.aspx

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK FOR PRACTITIONERS 3
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ECCE Centre
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The National ECCE Policy ‘acknowledges multiple models of ECCE service
delivery and would be applicable to all ECCE programmes that are offered by
public, private and non-governmental service providers in all settings which
could go by the nomenclature of AWSs, créches, play groups, play schools,
pre-schools, nursery schools, kindergartens, preparatory schools, balwadis,
home-based care etc.’
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1.1 Physical Infrastructure
Wifaes gfaemg

Physical facilities are a necessary but not sufficient condition for ensuring quality of
an ECE programme .. It is essential to have adequate space and basic facilities in the
ECCE centre, so they can allow for a flexible classroom arrangement and for planning
different activities for the children. The quality of environment also influences

the interaction between adults and children. However, mere presence of physical
infrastructure does not ensure quality of the programme.
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1.1.1 Our ECCE center has atleast 1 adult for every 20 children in 3-6
years age group and for every 10 children for under 3s.

TR SIS Be | 3-6 9 B U 20 9221 3R 3 94 A HH I Il UAP 10 I=
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P Courtesy: Vinyas/Chhatt

Fencin made from local materials
and vegetation in Chhattisgarh

Courtesy: .Vinyaslchhattisga rh

1.1.2: Our ECCE center is situated in a safe environment. It has
a fence to mark the safe area for children, which could be
made from vegetation or locally available materials.
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1.1.3: Our ECCE center building is structurally safe for children. It has
handrails for stairs; windows have grills, protective covers over
electric sockets, safe roof etc.

TR SURIS $a DI AR ARAAHD 7Y A F=dl B forg JRiad 2 | saa! il
WR FSd THY Yhe & forg e ot 7, Rasfdbai @ fiia ot 2, fAsrett @t fisfcn
H PR 3 919 B foIg Bar 7 gL T AR B W A9gd & |
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1.1.4: Our ECCE center building is maintained in a good condition. :
: It also has preventive measures, in case of fires and other :
: natural disasters (fire extinguishers, sand buckets etc.) :
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Model ICDS center, Maharashtra
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1.1.5: There are no hazards, such as uncovered drains/wells, around

the ECCE center.
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1.1.6: Our ECCE center has adequate space for children. (1 classroom
measuring 35 square meters for a group of 30 children and
availability of 30 square meters of outdoor space for a group of
30 children)

TAR SURAE &g | g2l & fory g 518 B | (T $& 35 a1 Hiex &l fore™
30 901 I W & AR 30 T HieX o} Gell e 30 gl &b W B W B for)

16  PICTORIAL HANDBOOK FOR PRACTITIONERS



NN

o)
o
S
L]
w
v
8
o
£
™
o}
=
4
2
©

1.1.7 Our ECCE center has adequate light and ventilation in the rooms.
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Earthen pot in Maharashtra Child drinking water from tap in Chhattisgarh

1.1.8 Our ECCE center has clean and potable water for all
children.
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after using the toilet.

1.1.9: Our ECCE center has water and soap for washing hands
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Toilet made from grass and bamboo in Maharashtra

1.1.10: Our ECCE center has separate toilets for girls and boys,
which are safe and hygienic.
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Anganwadi toilet in UP
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Hand made dustbin in Assam

0 00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,
B
2000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000¢°

Ceccece, P00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000"

1.1.11: Our ECCE center has dustbins inside and outside of buildings.
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safe different materials such as books, food items etc.

1.1.12: Our ECCE center has storage space and shelves to keep
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1.1.13: Our ECCE center has a medicine kit for children, in case of an
emergency.
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1.1.14: Our ECCE center is clean, green and beautiful with trees and
plants.
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An Anganwadi worker works in a neat kitchen of an anganwadi center in Maharashtra.

1.1.15: Our ECCE center has separate space allocated for cooking
nutritionally balanced meals and nap time for children.

TR $RAE B A @ T B forg a-gerd) 7S vl g @ fasm
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Courtesy: MWCD/ Shreer%nian
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1.1.16: Our ECCE center is disabled-friendly, has ramps with rails and
other facilities to ensure accessibility.

31 faemg ¥ |

26  PICTORIAL HANDBOOK FOR PRACTITIONERS



80 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,

0600 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

09 00000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000s,

T wPew oW ;

Y

e

o -

1.1.17: Our ECCE center has outdoor play area where children can
run, jump etc.
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1.1.18: Our ECCE center has fixed play equipments such swings
and slides.

TR SIS Da H fhaeracd] Td gl okl Wa 3t emi glaam f g1
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1.1.19: Our ECCE center has adequate, safe, developmentally
appropriate toys and learning materials.
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1.2 Organization and Management
6 3R g9

Classroom organisation and management is a strong requirement for a developmentally
appropriate curriculum . It requires having a flexible class arrangement, which lends itself
to different kinds of activities for children. It is also important to plan and follow weekly
and daily schedules. It should be ensured that the classroom is organised in a manner that
it can cater to multi age and multi-level situations.
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1.2.1 Our ECE programme is conducted for 4 hours daily with
children. Yearly plans for ECE, along with monthly/ weekly/ daily
schedules, are developed and followed.
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1.2.2 Our ECCE center has a balance of age-appropriate
: structured, guided activities and free play for children.
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1.2.3: Our ECCE center has classroom arrangements that are flexible
and can be adjusted to lesson plans and activities, such as large
groups for singing, storytelling and smaller groups for activities
like drawing, blocks and for individual play.
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Courtesy: CARE India
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1.2.4: Our ECCE center has different ‘corners’, such as creative
corner, book corner, game corner, so that the children can

play according to their interests and choose their activity.
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1.2.5: Records of children’s attendance, leave and absence are kept and
updated regularly.
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1.3 Children Experiences and

Learning Opportunities
gl @ ITIHd Td MG B AT/

Children need to be provided learning opportunities through the availability and use

of learning and play materials. An activity based approach, which provides children

with experiences to explore and learn, fosters development of children in different
developmental domains. Downward extension of primary curriculum transacted through
rote learning and formal teaching learning is not developmentally appropriate for children
of this age group.

A4 ‘,{.
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1.3.1 Our ECCE center encourages children to play, explore and discover.

THRI SURTE Be gl B W, Wi T4 Sireq & fore viediad aranr g |
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1.3.2 Our ECCE programme believes that children should be actively
engaged in the process of their learning.

TR SRS BRIHH AEq 31 ufshan 3 g o1 afha yrfiert gHftaa x|
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1.3.3: The language of interaction is the mother tongue/ home language
of children. Our ECCE center introduces children to the school
language and English in oral form through songs, stories, and

word games.

TR SIS B # aodi | T S AIGHTST I1 SR AT 3§ @t oIt B | =i
&1 IR Harn S 2 |
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1.3.4 Our ECCE center provides opportunities to children to use
the available learning material for different activities and
encourages the use of local materials for learning.

TR SRR e i Y P AR B forg Srerar e i @
: IYANT HRA P AR Y Hal g AR W & forg g gl s
B B forg dicarfed prar 2 |

DS 'Meghalaya
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Courtesy: CECED
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1.3.5 Our ECCE center provides opportunities for children to solve
problems (balancing a tower with blocks so it won’t fall or
negotiating with a friend when there is only one toy for two
children), for reading stories, asking questions, talking with each
other, making choices etc.

TR SR o ¥ g0l B BEr U, e IB, fawed g, Th TR |
I B Td FIR11 UR BT HRA Ud St YA & AR QU oI §
(11 b =T & ol &l IR =1 <1 a1 fal <@ & A1t AR Wert sFR
et gen & B ) |
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1.3.6 Our ECCE center does not believe in formal teaching of 3Rs
(reading, writing and arithmetic) or in rote learning of concepts.

TR SR B 9 RIS B e d1 fores e g forg aa &
3MgeRe e R \R =1 faar S|
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1.3.7: Our ECCE center provides opportunities for activities that will help
children develop concepts and skills required for learning to read,
write and do arithmetic later. (See the box on School Readiness)

TR SRAS B H gedi 31 39 M 1 HA & Hiab fQ Tk § S =i bl
foram @ e & forg el SraumRon SiR R AR He qen a1 # Safor
A B W HGE BN B | (FBeT P1 a1l B IR H A1 P o7 999 bl <)
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School Readiness

SRR

School Readiness comprises of the following:
el o aar | FA=aferfaa mfte Skt &:

Writing readiness: fine motor
development, directionality,
finding meaning in writing
Adem, @ H 31 @ior

Reading readiness: familiarity
with print material, developing
vocabulary, handling books

vaH TR st wrEh @ |,

Number readiness: pre-number
concept, categorization,
classification, sequential
thinking, seriation, problem
solving, reasoning (shapes,
colour)

W1 AR WE1-gd faaey,
faa® (a9mae, =)
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Teachers/Caregivers
11 /SgvTerddi

The ECCE teacher/caregiver is the key to the quality of the programme. The

success of the programme rests on the presence of an effective teacher/caregiver
who is trained for that particular stage of children, for transacting the curriculum
appropriate for that stage and is interested and motivated to reach out to the
children. This is significant at the early childhood stage when the child is still very
young and tends to idolise the teacher, is very influenced by the teacher’s disposition
and considers her/him as a role model . However, the teacher/caregiver also

needs to be adequately supported to perform her roles effectively.

Teachers/ caregivers




2.1: Roles and Responsibilities

wfire! v e

The ECCE teacher/ caregiver has a wide range of roles and responsibilities in varied
domains of health, nutrition, care and education. The disposition of the ECCE teacher/
caregiver in terms of her personality and attitude towards children, her sensitivity

towards children’s needs are critical in determining the quality of ECCE programme. The
liberal, interactive teacher/ caregiver will not only allow but also encourage meaningful
conversation and interaction in her class, will allow free expression of ideas and creativity,
which in turn will promote children’s thinking and reasoning skills.
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2.1.1 ECCE teachers/caregivers treat all children equally and with
respect. Teachers/caregivers know every child in their classroom
well and their key interests and needs.

RIS Rrers /Sauraddt it gl & |12l T Td FHIT BT IR BRI
T | F1e1p /S uTeTdpal hell & TP T Bl Well Wifd ST & 3R S9! S
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2.1.2 Teachers/caregivers treat children with affection and care and
enjoy being with the children.

R1e1 /<@HTerddl it a=di & A1 FE WR1 FAER B © R g=di & A1 &A1
THE PRA B |
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2.1.3 Teachers/caregivers appreciate the cultural/social and religious
diversity of the children and promote tolerance and unity.

fR1eT® /<@l g8l 3t AMIID /AR Td g1fiie fafdgdn 3t geord
HY & 3R Yl 2N AR Bl gema1 < |
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2.1.4 Teachers/caregivers are sensitive to the children’s needs and are
able to provide emotional support to children, when needed.

2181 /S@uTeIdhdl Izl Bt SThval @ Ufd Hag-hd & 3R Tl B STovd T
TR HIGTHS A 2 2
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2.1.5 Teachers/caregivers organize activities that enable children with
special needs to participate.

et /S@vTadat Ui wfafafern smafom wva & o fAwer a=a 9§t v
A D |
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2.1.6: Teachers/caregivers do not use physical punishment or verbal
abuse to discipline children, but help children understand the
consequences of their actions.

e /S@uTesmdl a<di Bl TR B & forg eIk << Ta Jif&s®
A A eSS PRA B |
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2.1.7: Teachers/caregivers facilitate learning and offers opportunities for
learning and exploring.

Rier / T@wrersal Wam $1 Y a9 & iR Han 9 @iom @ A1 < B
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2.1.8 Teachers/caregivers display children’s artwork and handicrafts on
the walls at the eye level of children or on a table.

2181 / S@WTeIddl a<dl @ Bl Ud fRIcU & B 61 AT 9l a9 IR USRid & &
1 SIRT IR T I 2 b a2l ) IR 9 feman =2 |
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2.1.9 Teachers/caregivers and children wash hands using soap
(before and after meals, when using the toilet), cover their
mouth when they cough etc.
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2.1.10 Teachers/caregivers organize field visits and excursions for
children, atleast 2 to 3 times a year.

fR1eT /S@ITeTRd! T2l PI ATl | BH | BH <1 AT 9 HHU/AR IR A O &
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2.1.11 Teachers/caregivers plan together play activities for children,

which promote their development.

e /T@Taddt Wd @) TfAfafl @t Ao fAdaes 9« €, e g=3
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2.1.12 Teachers/caregivers are prepared to deal with emergencies
and disasters.

R1ere /@HTeIddt JMUTdPTe U4 fAuet A 9ard @ forg AR 21
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2.1.13 Teachers/caregivers visit children’s homes regularly to maintain
good relationship with parents/ family members and to update
them on activities at the center.

a1 /T@HTcIdhdl IRIR & ST B A1 3B ¥ M Td b Dl
wfafafer @ uRfte Fvam & fore Fafa A =l & RS B
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2.1.14 Teachers/caregivers have regular meetings with parents,
. where they conduct parenting education sessions and take
feedback from the parents.

Courtesy: €

49000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Courtesy: CARE India
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Courtesy: CARE India
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2.2: Assessment
AThcld

Assessments are important to understand if the ECCE programme is achieving its goal and

how well the children are progressing. However, the philosophy and methods of conducting

assessments at the early childhood stage are different from later stages. It relies on
qualitative methods, such as observation, rather than conducting formal tests.

The programme and curriculum should be regularly evaluated to ensure that they meet the

©UNICEF India/2010/Pirozzi
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2.2.1 Teachers/caregivers observe children and their interaction
with their peers and keep a record of their language, social,
emotional, cognitive and physical development. (Care has to

: be taken to ensure that the children are not aware that they
are being assessed.)

fRieres /S@¥TeTehel Tl B Td S AT @ I ATER Bl Adelich-
AT o1 ReTE A &1 (3 91 BT a1 Y&+ a1y b g=ai &) gar =
el fb ST b BT 1)
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2.2.2 Teachers/caregivers are sensitive to and are able to
understand factors that may be affecting children’s

progress/performance.
fRierh / S@¥Tersdl soail 3 Uil Td yeeiE B 9Ifdd HRA 9Tl BRBI B
: fe Fae=eie & 3R S He WA
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2.2.3 Teachers/caregivers maintain portfolios of all children,
containing anecdotal records, developmental checklists,
: samples of drawing, writing and other activities,
observation notes and parent teacher meeting notes.

foraras /ST ) e o TR R # R e
Jaci B fdavor 3R Ara-fan @ g gafsi & faawor wfie e 2|

Courtesy: CARI
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i 2.2.4 Teachers/caregivers share strengths of the children with
parents and identify areas of improvement on a regular
: basis. They also partner with parents to work on these :
: areas.
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Assessment Tools and Strategies
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Ongoing Observation, Questioning and Listening to Children

All children are observed often and regularly, with the ECCE teacher/caregiver focusing on the whole
i class to focusing on one child or activity, and from non-participant observing from without to participant
observing where listening, interacting with the child is required.

Systematic Procedures

Anecdotal records are brief written notes based on observations of children. These records need to be
systematically compiled and organized.

Create anecdotal records and make interpretations of how and where children spend time, their social
relationships, their use of language, modes of interaction. Information about health and nutrition habits
may be recorded too.

Systematic Sampling of Children’s Activities

i Choose selected samples of children’s art work, scribbling and writing conveying their ideas, photographs
of their work, video/audio recordings, dictated stories, records of group participation work etc.

Developmental Portfolios Summary Report
Progress Checklists Collections of children’s work that are Outline children’s
Comprises lists designed to demonstrate successes, growth, progress though
of information, higher order thinking, creativity and narrative reports
data, attributes or reflection. by ECCE teachers/
elements, crlterlar’:hat Portfolio maintained for each child to be kept caregivers
guides ECCE teachers at the ECCE centre. Include Developmental

and caregivers to
observe children.

Specific
developmental
screening checklists
used for identification
of developmental
delay or impairments
for preventive
measures and
referrals.

- Cover page with centre name and details.

e Child’s personal details along with a
photograph.

« Information sheet and feedback from
parents discussing children's interests and
strengths.

» Medical health form.

 Children's artwork, drawing and writing
samples

- Photographs of models made by a child
» Photographs of children at play.

« Noting of interesting discussions held with
the child.

e Ongoing developmental progress checklist
form.

» Copies of summary progress reports given
to parents.

PICTORIAL HANDBOOK FOR PRACTITIONERS

Progress Card with
narratives to share
with parents and later
to be shared with
Primary school

Source: National ECCE Curriculum Framework, Ministry of Women and Child Development
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2.3: Professional Development and Support
AR AT 3R |

There is urgent need for providing better professional development opportunities to ECCE
teachers/ caregivers in all sectors. Teachers require courses which are hands-on and provide
a supervised training period of working with young children in classroom settings in ECCE

centres. A strong training and mentoring component is hallmark of a good quality ECCE
programme.
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2.3.1 Teachers/ caregivers in our ECCE centre have atleast senior
secondary level education.

TR SRS g @ R1ed /S@vTarddl 49 A BH STaar A1fie W 96 Ue
gUE
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_Courtesy: ICDS Meghalaya

¢ 2.3.2 There is a professional development programme for

: teachers/caregivers. This includes a system of awards/
- recognition for appreciating the efforts of teachers/

caregivers.
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Teachers/caregivers in our ECCE center attend relevant training to
build their knowledge and skills in child development. Teachers/
caregivers are informed about innovative approaches in ECCE,
which they are able to practice and reflect on in the centre.

TR S-0E P @ FRiern /<@urerddl arel fdard @ &= 9 1M Td wrerd fder
& fore Suyad ufdieror wrisH A wFT o € | e /saveasdt &1 S9RiE &
GiouRa gfteaivi 3 aRfET B S 2, forae! a8 s 4 JagR |4 aH &
QIR AR I N HRA 2 |
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2.3.4 Teachers/caregivers get regular mentoring support from
supervisors/head teachers. Supervisors visit the ECCE

centre regularly and demonstrate good practices.

et /<@uTa®dl B YuRaTsoR A1 FUTHEAgS 3 fHafia wu a

: TR Ta AT e Ted § | guRarser Fafia wu 3 R0 o
TR O & 3R 3} fafafdai eve feam § |
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2.3.5 Parent- teacher committee encourages staff development and
upgrading of professional qualification of teachers/caregivers.

SfAHTaD-Riers Ju Riers /I@Hrarddt @ fABRT T ATaRid AT B
IR 91 B forg diedre i 2|
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Children

Children
g9

All children and especially young children, require care, love and affection. All
children also have the right to be treated equally, irrespective of gender, caste,
religion etc. A high quality ECCE programme ensures that the unique abilities of
each child is recognized and fostered.
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3.1 Children freely interact with one another, including children with
special needs.

¥ 9= gl e e €, Formi fawer =3 ot enfae 2
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3.2 Children appear happy and busy. Children approach the
teachers/caregivers freely at any time.
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3.3 Children are not left alone and unattended at any point.

g0 pft M sl IR 941 R1ere /2@urerad| @ 7K BIS W 2 |
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3.4  Children are served food with dignity and have meaningful

interaction with peers during meal/snack time.
Tl Y I YT TR ST iR T,/ 3 SR o
: H1Rfh I B ¥R A B |
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ir place after they have used

in the

Children put things back
them.
T, ol DI SR B B d1€, ITd! oFTe IR a1t T S & |

3.5
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3.6 Children’s height and weight is measured regularly to

identify malnourished children.
Tl Pl SIaTS Td aoi fafid wa & |11 S €, difds Gl g @
: YT Sl A |

©UNICEF India/2010/Pirozzi
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3.7  Children are immunized and provided deworming tablets.

el Y e T T § o 9 e o B AR g A A R

Courtesy: ICDS Meghalaya
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Routine health check-ups are conducted for children and

referrals provided, when required.

3.8
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Parents/ community

Parents/ Community
A9TES /A

Children can truly benefit only when the ECCE center and parents/ community work
as partners. Providing information to parents and family members on quality ECCE is
an important aspect of their involvement in the development of their children.
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4.1 The ECCE center has an active parent- teacher committee, which
includes parents of children attending the center.
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Parents encourage children at home to practice good habits that
are modeled and practiced at ECCE center.
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4.3 Teachers/ caregivers hold regular consultation with the
community on ways to support and improve the ECCE center.
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4.4 Community participation from both women and men,
: especially fathers, is encouraged at the ECCE center. :
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4.5 Parents and family members are provided information on

nutritionally balanced diet and health education.
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Our ECCE center encourages contributions from the community.
Parents and community members also share their abilities and
skills at the ECCE center.
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Annexure
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Mapping key statements in this document with National Quality Standards for ECCE

Standard and statement in the National
Quality Standards for ECCE

document

Standard I: Interaction

Teacher/ adult -
child interaction

Child - child
interaction
Child-
environment/
material
interaction

Staff- family
interaction

All children are treated equally and with respect, affection and care.

Caregivers do not use physical punishment or verbal abuse to
discipline children.

Caregivers appreciate the cultural/ social and religious diversity of
the children and promote tolerance and unity.

Children with special needs are encouraged and enabled to
participate in the learning environment.

Children approach the teachers/ caregivers freely at any time.

Meaningful interaction between peers during meal/snack time.

Locally made learning materials available and used by children.

Children take care of the material and put the material back at the
designated spot.

Teachers/ caregivers visit children’s homes to maintain good
relationship with parents/ family members.

Teachers/ caregivers have regular meetings with parents, conduct
parenting education sessions and take feedback from the parents.

Corresponding statement number in this

211 and

212

216

213

215

3.4
3.5

134
3.6

2113

2114
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Standard Il: Health nutrition, personal care and routine

Health (check-
up, first aid,
immunization,
handling illness)

Nutrition

Hygiene

Habit formation

Children’s height and weight is measured regularly to identify malnourished
children.

Children are immunized at regular intervals and records maintained.

Routine health check-ups are conducted for children and referrals provided,
when required.

Caregivers have adequate knowledge about balanced and healthy diet for
children and encourage the same at the center.

Classrooms as well as toilets are clean and hygienic.

Teacher/ caregivers inculcate habits in children such as washing hands
before and after meals, putting materials back in their place after using them
etc.

Standard Ill: Protective Care and Safety

Adult supervision

Socio/ Emotional
protection

Physical safety

At least 1 adult for every 20 children in 3- 6 years age group and for every 10
children for under 3s.

Teachers/ caregivers are sensitive to the children’s needs and are able to
provide emotional support to children, when needed, particularly those who
are facing deprivation.

Availability of first aid kit for children, in case of an emergency.

Center has preventive measures, in case of fires and other natural disasters (fire
extinguishers, sand buckets etc.)

Standard IV: Infrastructure/ physical environment

Space, building,
outdoors (size,
ventilation,
light, disabled
friendly)

Aesthetics,
cleanliness,
green area

Safety and
approach

Water facility
Toilet facility

Provision of adequate light and ventilation in the rooms.

ECCE center is disabled- friendly and allows easy access for children with
special needs.

Our ECCE center has shelves or a place for children to keep their belongings.

Adequate space available for children. (1 classroom measuring 35 square
meters ( carpet area) for a group of 30 children and availability of 30 square
meters of outdoor space for a group of 30 children)

Availability of equipments for outdoor play/ activities for all children.

Allocated space for cooking meals, storage of food items, hygienic kitchen
and nap time for children.

Availability of shelves or a place for children to keep their belongings.
Clean surroundings in and around center.

Designated area for garbage disposal, dustbins, brooms etc.

No hazards, such as uncovered drains/ wells, around the ECCE center.
ECCE Centre is located in a safe place.

Safety level of building is adequately maintained.

ECCE center building is maintained in a good condition.

Availability of adequate, clean and potable water for all children.
Availability of water and soap in the toilet.

Separate toilets for girls and boys, which are safe and hygienic.
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4.5

1110
219

111

214
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1.1.14

117
1117

1112
116

1119
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1112
1115
1111

115
112
113
114
1138
119
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Standard V: Organization and Management

Programme
philosophy and
methods

Documentation
and records

Programme
planning

Parent
involvement

Staffing
(adequacy,
professional
qualifications,
professional
development
opportunities,
reflective
practitioners)

Children are NOT left unattended at any point of time.

ECCE programme is conducted for 4 hours daily with children (with 2 hr
snack/break time).

Centre does not conduct rote-learning activities or formal teaching of 3Rs
(reading, writing & arithmetic).

Activities for development of reading, writing & number readiness are
planned and implemented according to children’s needs.

Documentation/Portfolio of each child’s performance and progress is done
and available to families and staff.

Records of children’s attendance, leave, and absence are kept and regularly
updated.

Balance of age-appropriate structured, guided activities and free play for
children provided.

Display of materials, children’s artwork and handicrafts on the walls at the
eye level of children or on a table.

Flexible seating arrangements and layout of the class according to activities
available.

Parents and children are provided information on nutritionally balanced diet
and health education.

Parents encourage children at home to practice good habits that are
modeled and practiced at ECCE center.

Parents and community members also share their abilities and skills at the
ECCE center.

Teachers/ caregivers hold regular consultation with the community on ways
to support and improve the ECCE center.

Staff have the appropriate education and qualification/ experience.

Professional development program with ongoing support of coaching and
mentoring is provided.

33

121

Annexure

136

137

223

125

122

218

123

4.5

4.2

4.6

43

231

232
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Standard VI: Children experiences and learning opportunities

Provide opportunities  Adequate developmentally appropriate toys and learning materials 1.1.20
for exploration, available for children to play and gain mastery and success.

experimentation o ) ) ) )
Opportunities are provided for play/exploration with other childrenand 131

adults. and

217

Encourage child to Learning centers/corners’ are used for children to play according to 124

make choices and their interests and choose their activity.

participate in play

Foster child’s Teacher uses the language understood by children for interaction 133

language and literacy  within the classroom.

abilities

Promote each child’s Outdoor equipments are used for large muscle development where 11.18

physical abilities necessary. and
1119

Nurture development  Provides opportunities to work and play in groups 123

and maintenance of

relationships

Cultivate enjoyment Teacher encourages self-expression in arts & craft activities & 2138

of and participation appreciation with guidance.

in expressive arts

Standard VII: Assessment and outcome measures

Assessment Caregivers are sensitive to and are able to understand factors that may be 222
methods affecting children’s progress/ performance.

Teachers/ caregivers observe children’s learning and development and keepa  2.21
record of how progress is made towards the goals.

Assessment Maintain portfolios of all children, containing anecdotal records, 223
reporting developmental checklists, samples of drawing, writing and other activities,

observation notes and parent teacher meeting notes.
Facilitating Use information to identify children’s strength and weaknesses and plan 224
development accordingly.
through
assessment
Staff Staff is regularly updated about recent information and practices around 235
assessment and ECCE.
development
Programme Teachers/ caregivers share strengths of the children with parents and identify 224
assessment areas of improvement on a regular basis. They also partner with parents to
(staff meeting, work on these areas.
parentfeedback)
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Standard VIIl: Managing to support quality System

Teacher education
and on-site
professional
development,
opportunity for
capacity building at
all administrative
levels, career path for
the staff

Teachers/ caregivers in our ECCE center attend relevant training to
build their knowledge and skills in child development.

Parent- teacher committee supports staff development and upgrading
of professional qualification of teachers/ caregivers.

Caregivers are prepared to deal with emergencies and disasters.

Teachers/ caregivers get regular mentoring support from Supervisors/
Head teachers. Supervisors visit the ECCE center regularly and
demonstrate good practices.
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unite for children

United Nations Children’s Fund
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